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SCENE: Room 13 of the Susquehanna View Inn off the 

Pennsylvania Turnpike: it's a 30's fleabag motel room, 

with a double bed, dresser, nightstand, radio, desk, 

telephone and lamp; a large worn rug covers the floor. 

There are three doors (closet, bathroom and front 

entrance) and one window with blinds. 

 

AT RISE: Pre-show big band music and house lights fade to 

black.  Suddenly, lightning flickers followed by a loud 

crack of thunder. 

 

 JOEY "COPPERHEAD" CABRESE and LUCY 

TIMMERMAN enter the room quickly.  CABRESE is a 

hulking Italian in his late 30's.  He is blunt, cold, 

volatile and excessivly macho; overall, not a very 

friendly guy.  He wears a tailored suit, fedora and 

black-and-white wingtips.  LUCY is dressed in a 

cigarette girl's outfit: flouncy skirt, halter-like top, 

white stockings and pumps.  She is sexy, naive, at times 

whiny, and excessively feminine. 

 

 CABRESE shoves LUCY inside, whips out a handgun 

and peers out the front door cautiously. 

 

 CABRESE 

Alright, now get in there and keep your yap shut! 

 

 LUCY 

(Scared) Let me go, Joey!  You can't just kidnap me like this! 

 

 CABRESE 

Wanna bet?  I just did.  Now clam up!  Looks like we lost whoever was following us.  I can't figure it 

out.  If it was the Feds or one of "The Scraper's" gang, they'da been chasing us at a hundred miles an 

hour.  But that guy was just tailin' us at a steady pace, like he was afraid to catch up to us. 

 

 LUCY 

Joey, please!  I just want to go home! 

 

 CABRESE 

Lucy, this is the last time I'm gonna tell ya -- either you keep your trap zipped, or -- 

EEYYAAAAEEEGGGGGHHH!!!! 

 [KRACK!!  In the front door and window, lightning 

flashes and thunder booms.  Whenever lightning hits, 

CABRESE grabs his mouth, his body jolts violently, and 

he flails around uncontrollably.] 

 

 LUCY 

What's the matter? 

 

 CABRESE 

(Stumbling woozily)  Damn storm!  I knew it was gonna rain, but this lightning -- it's gonna be a long 

night!  EEEYYAAAGGGKKKK!!! 
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 [KRACK!!  More lightning and thunder; CABRESE 

spasms again.] 

 

 LUCY 

What's wrong?  It's only a little thunder. 

 

 CABRESE 

I can't help it.  It's my fillings. 

 

 LUCY 

Your fillings? 

 

 CABRESE 

My folks was too poor to afford gold fillings when I was a kid.  So they took me to this quack dentist 

in Jersey.  Made fillings outta melted copper wire.  They work fine, but copper just so happens to be 

the best conductor of electricity.  So whenever there's a storm, and lightning hits, it's like kissing a 

light socket.  That's how I got the name "Copperhead."  EEEYAAARRGGG!!!! 

 

 [KRACK!!  Lightning, thunder, another spasm.] 

 

Christ on rye!  I hope this one passes fast.  Let's turn on the radio, see if there's any new news. 

 

 [He flips on the radio and dials around -- 30's radio 

ads, music, announcers -- until CABRESE settles for 

some mellow dance music. He turns down the volume 

so that it plays softly underneath. Whenever lightning 

hits, static blasts loudly from the radio.] 

 

 CABRESE 

Nuttin'.  We'll keep this on.  Bound to be some kinda bulletin soon.  Hey, wanna dance?  [LUCY 

pouts, turns away.]  Whatsa matter? 

 

 LUCY 

I'm trapped in a fleabag motel room in the middle-of-nowhere Pennsylvania with a notorious gangster 

and mass murderer! 

  

 CABRESE 

Well you better cheer up.  'Cuz it's gonna be a long trip to Chicago. 

 

 LUCY 

But I don't want to go to Chicago! 

 

 CABRESE 

Tough.  Let's dance. 

 [CABRESE yanks her into her arms and dances; LUCY 

is not enthused.] 

 

Come on, wouldja relax?  Hey, Lucy, you know you're really attractive when you pout like that? 

 

 LUCY 

(Warming up)  Stop. 
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 CABRESE 

Oh you are, you are, baby.  I'm not lyin'.  God, you are so beautiful. 

 

 LUCY 

(Melts)  Yeah? 

 [He dips LUCY into a kiss; she gives in when KRACK!! 

-- lightning flashes, radio static blasts and CABRESE 

convulses and drops her onto the floor with a thud.] 

 

 CABRESE 

MMMMRRAAARRGGG!!!  Gee, I'm real sorry, baby. 

 

 LUCY 

(Sobbing)  I don't want any of this!  I just want to go home!  I don't want to be your g-girl n-n-n-no m-

m-m-more!  I-I-I-I-oh-oh-G-G-God!! 

 [She hyperventilates, her eyes bulge and her body starts 

to wrack.] 

 

 CABRESE 

What is it??  What's wrong?! 

 

 LUCY 

(Gasping)  M-m-m-my as-as-as-asthm-ma-ma!  H-h-hit m-m-m-me! 

 

 CABRESE 

Christ on rye!  Calm down, okay!  I'll--I'll get you some water! 

 

 [He bolts into the bathroom as LUCY wheezes.] 

 

 LUCY 

N-n-no, just sla-sla-slap -- 

 [CABRESE re-enters with a glass of water. He holds it 

near her -- KRACK!!  Lighting! -- he spasms, and 

dumps the water into her face.  She's drenched, but 

shocked out of her attack.] 

 

 LUCY 

Thanks for the shower, Joe. 

 [She stalks off into the bathroom to dry off.   

At this point, a Walter-Winchell-type RADIO 

ANNOUNCER comes on the radio.  CABRESE bolts 

over and turns up the volume.] 

 

 ANNOUNCER 

FLASH!  We interrupt our program to bring you this latest bulletin! The Intrastate Manhunt 

continues!  The Hunted: Joseph "Copperhead" Cabrese, notorious bloodthirsty mob leader! What 

DRAMA, what ACTION, what TRAGEDY!!  It was 7:20 this evening, folks, the Hotel Viceroy on 

7th Avenue in Manhattan.  The Copperhead's gang assembled in the Beverly Room for a private 

party -- when Cabrese burst in from the kitchen with a submachine gun!! 
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 [Sound effects of machine-gun fire, glass breaking, 

screaming and pandemonium as the ANNOUNCER 

barks excitedly over the noise.] 

 

 ANNOUNCER (CONT'D) 

SPRAYING DEATH THROUGHOUT THE ROOM!  BODIES BURSTING LIKE OVERRIPE 

TOMATOES! MASS MURDER! MAYHEM!  THE GRIM REAPER IN WINGTIPS! ....And there 

they lay, his own larcenous lieutenants, a cavalcade of corpses strewn o’er a Broadway ballroom. 

And the motive? A mystery.  Can you hear me out there, Cabrese? What led to this insidious 

carnage? America begs for an answer!  Why? WHY? WHY?! 

 

 CABRESE 

'Cuz they was traitors, that's why!  They jumped ship to another gang! 

 

 ANNOUNCER 

I guess we'll only know once you're captured, you gangland gorilla, you craven coward, you –  

 

 [CABRESE points his gun at the radio and shoots -- it 

sparks and dies as LUCY re-enters.] 

 

 CABRESE 

Coward, huh?  You think I'm a coward??  They got what they deserved! My men was all upset after 

the "Skyscraper" Van Dyke job -- claimed they didn't get their fair share when we knocked over "The 

Scraper's" counterfeit money operation in Queens. So they went to Skye, and he told 'em he'd pay 'em 

double to bump me off and get back his plates and the crates o’ cash. Well I fixed them! And Van 

Dyke ain't never gettin' his swag back! The plates and the bogus dough is all on its way to Chicago in 

a produce truck. I got enough lettuce to set up a whole new operation!  Who needs New York? Now 

listen, Luce, it's almost midnight, and the Feds'll be all over the Turnpike.  So here's the plan. We get 

a few hours of shuteye, then we wake up and erase one of them farmers up the road. I steal his duds 

and his truck then I hide in the back with the chickens while you drive us into Ohio.  You got that? 

 

 LUCY 

(Hesitant)  N-no. 

 

 CABRESE 

What did you say? 

 

 LUCY 

No. 

 

 CABRESE 

Are you turnin' on me?  You heard what I did to my own gang. 

 

 LUCY 

But Joey, I had no idea you were a gangster until tonight! 

 

 CABRESE 

Christ on rye!  Why does that suddenly change things?! 

 

 LUCY 

Joey, you kill people! 
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 CABRESE 

So I’m a gangster!  I kill people!  Izzat a crime?!  [Beat.]  Don't answer that. 

 

 LUCY 

Listen, Joey, I -- 

 

 CABRESE 

Before you open your mouth, yes or no -- did you not come off the stage in that nightclub you work 

and sit on my lap on the evening of March 16, 1939? 

 

 LUCY 

Yes I did, but -- 

 

 CABRESE 

And then did you not whisper into my ear, "Meet me in my dressing room after the show, 

handsome"? 

 

 LUCY 

Yes I did, but -- 

 

 CABRESE 

And then did you not proceed to claw me hungrily that night and every night for the following month 

in your dressing room, on the Brooklyn Bridge, home plate at Ebbets Field?? 

   

 LUCY 

Yes I did, but you're not giving me a chance to talk! 

 

 CABRESE 

Alright, so talk already! 

 

 LUCY 

Well . . . I know I seduced you, I won't deny it.  I wanted some excitement in my life. Everything was 

so grey, so dull, singing at the same humdrum club for five years, waiting for some hotshot agent to 

give me my big break.  Then I'd go home every night to Edgar -- 

 

 CABRESE 

(Snarls)  Ah yes, your husband, the professor!  Who prefers psychology to sex! 

 

 LUCY 

Okay, I know I've said some rotten things about Edgar, but he does love me.  Even if his head is 

always buried in books -- rather than where I wish he'd bury it. 

 

 CABRESE 

Exactly!  If he can’t make you climb the walls, who needs him?! 

 

 LUCY 

But that's what I’ve been asking myself lately: "what's more important?  Climbing the walls, or 

loyalty and devotion?" 

 

 CABRESE 

Look, you want loyalty and devotion?  I'll buy you a pug. 
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 LUCY 

You don't understand. Instead of just being with Edgar to support my singing career, I'm actually 

starting to appreciate him.  We slept together the other night for the first time in months and -- 

 

 CABRESE 

WHAT??!!  You slept with your husband??  You two-timing minx!!  You know what I am gonna 

do?? 

 [CABRESE grabs her by the arm, cocks his other hand 

back to smack her when -- KRACK!! Lightning, 

thunder, and CABRESE spasms again; LUCY breaks 

free, dashes into the bathroom and locks the door.] 

 

 CABRESE 

Call a dentist first thing we hit Chicago.  LUCY!! 

 

 LUCY 

(Off)  Please, Joey, just let me go home!  I won't tell a soul you're in Chicago, I swear! 

 

 CABRESE 

Sorry, doll, it don't work that way. 

 [A tentative knock at the front door; CABRESE whips 

out his gun and aims it at the door.] 

 

 CABRESE 

WHO IS IT?? 

 

 MALE VOICE 

(Offstage, hesitant)  Excuse me, I-I may have the wrong room, but is there a Mrs. Lucy Timmerman 

in there? 

 [LUCY's head pops out of the bathroom.] 

 

 LUCY 

Edgar?? 

 

 CABRESE 

Edgar?!  Your husband??  What's he doin' here?! 

 

 LUCY 

I don't know! 

 [CABRESE grabs LUCY, holds the gun to her head.] 

 

 CABRESE 

Yeah, she's here!  And I got a .45 to her head right now!  You alone?? 

 

 EDGAR 

(Off)  Yes, completely!  Please, do not harm her! 

 

 CABRESE 

You sure?  'Cuz I'm gonna unlock this door and if you ain't solo, your wife's head is dog food! 

 

 EDGAR 

(Off)  Fine! 
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 [CABRESE drags LUCY to the door, unlocks it.] 

 

 CABRESE 

Alright, come on in! 

 [Enter EDGAR TIMMERMAN, late 30s; he wears a 

tweed jacket, bow tie & glasses. Book-brilliant but 

street-dim. He tries to diffuse the tension.] 

 

 EDGAR 

Uh, good evening.  I'm Dr. Edgar Timmerman, Professor of Psychology at Columbia University. 

 

 CABRESE 

Er, hello, Edgar.  Uh, come in.  Shut the door. 

 

 EDGAR 

Certainly. 

 

 CABRESE 

You were the joker trailing us all night, weren't you? 

 

 EDGAR 

That is correct. 

 

 CABRESE 

You packed? 

 

 EDGAR 

Well, no, I didn't realize I'd need a change of clothing. 

 

 CABRESE 

No, you got any lead on you? 

 

 EDGAR 

As a matter of fact, I do. 

 [He reaches into his pocket.] 

 

 CABRESE 

(Aiming gun at EDGAR)  DROP IT!!  ON THE FLOOR!!  NOW!!! 

 

 [EDGAR pulls out a pencil from his coat pocket and 

tosses it on the floor.] 

 

No, NO, NO!!  Pistols, rods, GUNS, you idiot! 

 

 EDGAR 

Oh!  No, education does not require weapons.  Speaking of which, could I ask who you are and why 

you're holding that firearm to my wife's skull? 

 

 CABRESE 

You never seen my face before?  Like -- like -- at a Post Office counter? 
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 EDGAR 

Yes, I have!  Listen to me!  I know my manuscripts are heavy and they weigh down your delivery 

bag, but I think -- 

 

 CABRESE 

NOOOOO, I'm not the mailman, you moron!!  I'm Joseph "Copperhead" Cabrese!  'Zat ring a bell?? 

 

 EDGAR 

YES!  Your name is all over the airwaves!  There's a hunt for your arrest in progress! 

 

 CABRESE 

Yeah, and you found me.  So what do you want, pal? 

 

 EDGAR 

Well, frankly, I'd like my wife to come home with me. 

 

 CABRESE 

(Snorts)  Tough luck, Teach.  She’s mine now. She's been my girl for the past month and belongs to 

me now and forever, got that?   

 

 EDGAR 

Lucy, is he telling the truth? 

 

 LUCY 

I--I--it's not what you think. 

 

 EDGAR 

You are my wife!  Did you engage in extra-connubial felicity with this perfidious miscreant?!  

 

 CABRESE 

What'd he say? 

 

 LUCY 

He uses big words when he's upset. 

 

 EDGAR 

You have, haven’t you!  You have broken the Sixth Commandment -- with a violator of the Fifth!! 

How can our marriage bed ever be sacred again?!  It can't!  Take her, troglodyte! I yield! 

 

 LUCY 

No, Edgar, PLEASE!!  Give me another chance! 

 

 EDGAR 

And why should I?  This is your new Romeo, chosen of your own accord! 

 

 CABRESE 

That's right, baby.  Thank you, Prof. 

 

 LUCY 

(Sobbing)  Edgar, you can't leave me with this butcher!   He-he-he-I-I-I-oh-oh-oh-G-G-God -- ! 

 

 [LUCY hyperventilates, her body wracking.] 
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 EDGAR 

Lucy!  LUCY!  Good God, it's her asthma!  Calm down!  CALM DOWN!! 

 

 [EDGAR smacks her face hard; she sucks in air.] 

 

 LUCY 

(Croaks weakly)  Thank you, Edgar. 

 

 EDGAR 

Excuse me, but my former spouse, your current concubine, seems to struggling with this new status 

quo.  Could you please step outside while I have a final word with her? 

 

 CABRESE 

Well…okay.  But look, I'm gonna be right outside listening very closely, so don't even think of 

anything funny, you got that? 

 [CABRESE stands in doorway holding the doorknob; 

he puts his head next to the door to show he'll be 

listening -- KRACK!!  Lightning/thunder; as CABRESE 

jolts, he accidentally bangs the door against his head.] 

 

 CABRESE (CONT'D) 

Christ on rye, I hate that! 

 [He exits, slamming the door.] 

 

 LUCY 

Edgar, please, you can hate me forever, but you gotta help-- 

 

 EDGAR 

(Urgent whisper)  Ssshhhh!  Listen to me, darling -- 

 

 LUCY 

Darling?? 

 

 EDGAR 

Quiet!  I don't hate you.  But we must lead that felon to believe I do.  (Shouts)  YOU HAVE MADE 

ME A LAUGHINGSTOCK, LUCILLE!!! 

 

 LUCY 

What are you doing? 

 

 EDGAR 

Just do as I do -- I FEEL EMASCULATED AND BETRAYED!! 

 

 LUCY 

I know you do, sweetheart, and I -- 

 

 EDGAR 

No, I don't! 

 

 LUCY 

But you just screamed you did! 
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 EDGAR 

For that ogre eavesdropping out there. Lucy, I don't hate you, and whatever transgressions you've 

committed are forgiven -- I SHALL NEVER FORGIVE THIS HUMILIATION I HAVE 

SUFFERED!! 

 [He screams this by the front door so she will catch on 

-- and she does.] 

 

 LUCY 

Oh!  I NEVER DESERVED YOUR GOODNESS!! 

 

 EDGAR 

Yes, that's it! I had to get you alone. To tell you that following you tonight, all those miles, I played 

out every scenario in my head -- and I couldn't bear the one without you in it. 

 

 LUCY 

Edgar, do you mean that?? 

 

 EDGAR 

With all my heart -- I WOULD MAKE LOVE TO A WEEK-OLD CADAVER BEFORE I EVER 

TOUCHED YOU AGAIN!!! 

 

 LUCY 

Oh Edgar, that's so sweet.  I'll do anything to get out of this and I'll never stray again! 

 

 EDGAR 

We'll never lose each other again my FOUL DISGUSTING STENCH-RIDDEN SLATTERN! 

 

 LUCY 

But what do we do? 

 

 EDGAR 

Let me think -- YOU'VE MADE ME A EUNUCH! -- I have it!  I'll call the police then we'll lock the 

door -- YOU'VE DEFECATED ON MY HEART!! -- while they apprehend him outside!   

 

 [He picks up the phone, dials, then speaks.] 

 

Hello, Operator?  Please get me the police, it's an emergency -- YOU ARE A SELFISH, 

UNWORTHY WHORE!! – No, not YOU, Operator!  My wife's the whore – I mean, she, oh never 

mind, just connect me to the authorities…Hello, is this the police? Good! I have something 

incredulous to report!  I have just captured the malevolent mobster, Joseph "Copperhead" Cabrese!  

I'm at the… What??  He can't have been seen in Baltimore!  He's right here, outside!  Please, you 

must send your finest officers to this address: the Susquehanna -- hello?  Hello??  The line -- it's gone 

dead!  What does this mean? 

 [CABRESE kicks in the door and strides in angrily.  He 

holds a long switchboard wire ripped from an 

operator's panel and tosses it on the bed, then grabs 

EDGAR by his lapels.] 

 

 

 CABRESE 

It means YOU’RE going dead, doc.  Lucky I saw the switchboard light up in the front office window, 

but very unlucky for you.  What have you got to say for yourself?  HUH?? 
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 EDGAR 

It's not what you thiiinnngggllkkkkk!! 

 

 CABRESE 

EEEYYAAAYYAAGGG!!! 

 [KRACK!!!  Lightning/thunder -- CABRESE spasms 

violently while holding EDGAR, who is jerked around 

by CABRESE's flailing arm.] 

 

 CABRESE 

Come on, smart guy!  Expostulate! 

 

 EDGAR 

Honestly, I meant no harrrrnnggglll!!! 

 

 CABRESE 

UUURRRYYAALKKLLL!!! 

 [KRACK!!!  Lightning/thunder -- CABRESE & EDGAR 

jerk about again.  LUCY tries to tear CABRESE off of 

EDGAR, but CABRESE swats her away; she crumples 

to the ground.] 

 

 LUCY 

Leave him alone, Joey!  He didn't do any -- AAAAAHH!!! 

 

 CABRESE 

Shut up, broad!  Alright, scholar, I gave you a chance to run with your measly life, but you just blew 

your last roll!  Start marchin', out to that field! 

 

 EDGAR 

Lucy, escape while you can!  I don't matter!  At least I'll die knowing you loved me! 

 

 [CABRESE jams his gun into EDGAR's back and forces 

him out the front door.] 

 

 LUCY 

(Hysterical)  NOOO!!  JOEY!!  You can't kill him!!  He di-di-didn't -- oh n-n-n-no -- [another asthma 

attack] -- gotta st-st-stop J-J-Joe -- ca-ca-can't br-br-breeeee -- 

 

 [LUCY, gasping madly, seeks out a weapon. Thunder 

rumbles ominously. She spies the phone cord, grabs it 

and stumbles out after CABRESE. Offstage, a struggle 

is heard, then gunshots.]  

 

 EDGAR 

(Off)  LUCY!  NO!!  Get off him!!  What are you doing?!! 

 

 CABRESE 

(Off)  AGGGKK!!  Goddamn broad!  Get off!!  Why y-y-y--!! 
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 [CABRESE stumbles into the doorway with LUCY 

affixed to his back; she has jumped him and strangles 

him with the cord.  He gasps for air.  EDGAR shouts.] 

 

 LUCY & CABRESE (together) 

C-c-c-can't br-br-breathe -- !! 

 

 EDGAR 

(Off)  HEEEEELLLP!!  Night manager!  Bellboy!  Room Service!  Where are you people?!!  Call the 

police!  The F.B.I.!!  Eliot Ness!!! 

 [As CABRESE tries to shake LUCY from his back, they 

stagger off until they are silhouetted in back of the 

window; EDGAR appears in the doorway en route to 

separate the two of them when -- KRRAAAAAACCK!! 

– Massive thunder rocks the motel room as CABRESE 

& LUCY are struck by a bolt of lightning.  EDGAR flies 

backwards as LUCY & CABRESE shriek; the flash is 

blinding offstage and pulsates for five seconds, then 

darkness and silence except for low, growling thunder.] 

 

 [EDGAR rises slowly, runs off toward LUCY, then 

returns into the room carrying her unconscious, 

slighty-charred body; he lays her on the bed.] 

 

 EDGAR 

Lucy!  LUCY!  Dear God, that lightning hit them both head on!  They should've been vaporized by 

the sheer force of the blast!  She's still breathing!  Thank God!  Lucy?  Can you hear me?? 

 

 [She groans in pain.] 

 

 EDGAR (CONT'D) 

Good girl!  I'll get you some water. 

 [EDGAR bolts into the bathroom as LUCY props up 

onto her elbows, massaging her head. But when she 

speaks, her voice is a lower, gruffer -- in fact, it is not 

"her" voice at all, but CABRESE's.  The actress playing 

LUCY now assumes the character & lines of CABRESE 

(to make this easier to follow, the performer's gender 

will appear in brackets next to the role).] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Jesus H. Christ on rye!  What the hell happened?  I was taking the Professor out to blow his nut off, 

then Lucy jumped me from behind and then . . . and then . . . 

 

 [EDGAR re-enters with a glass of water.] 

 

 EDGAR 

Here you are.  Drink this. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Sure, thanks, bub.  What's goin' on?  How come it's so bright in here? 
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 EDGAR 

Your eyes are probably overly sensitive to any light right now.  You were both struck by a malicious 

bolt of lightning. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Kee-rist!  And I ain't toast??  Where's Lucy?? 

 

 EDGAR 

Where's Lucy? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Yeah, is she alive?? 

 

 EDGAR 

(Aside)  Oh my God, the lightning -- it's scrambled her head!  Darling, it's all right -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

"Darling??"  Get your hands off me, you freak!!  What's wrong with you?? 

 

 EDGAR 

(Aside)  Worse than I thought.  Complete amnesia! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

What's going on here?!  Hey . . . I'm wearing a DRESS!!  How did I -- Oh my God – (feeling his (her) 

way up the dress) -- I have BREASTS!!! 

 

 EDGAR 

(Patiently)  Well, of course, my pet -- you're a woman. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

WHAT???!!! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) stands, wobbles wildly on 

the high heels and falls flat on his (her) face; EGDAR 

helps him (her) up.] 

 

 EDGAR 

Yes, my love, a beautiful, enchanting, graceful woman. 

 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) staggers off into the 

bathroom.  Pause.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

(Off)   AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHH!!!! 

 

 EDGAR 

Dear Lord, that bolt must have electrocuted some primary identity brain cells.  I'll have to nurse her 

back to her sense of self.  Very, very slowly. 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) stumbles out of the 

bathroom ashen with shock.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

This is not happening!  It's too obscene!  I'm now Lucy! 
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 EDGAR 

Yes!  You are!  What a stunning recovery!  Oh darling, you had me worried there for a moment.  I 

thought that you -- 

 [EDGAR rushes over and tries to hug CABRESE (Lucy 

Actress), who grabs EDGAR by the lapels and heaves 

him across the room.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Get your paws off me!  I ain't your wife!! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) kicks off the pumps, paces 

and thinks aloud; EDGAR pulls out a small pad and 

notes his (her) behavior.] 

 

 EDGAR 

(Aside)  Not out of the woods yet -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

(Aside)  I gotta think this out -- 

 

 EDGAR 

(Aside)  But she knows who she is, that's a start -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

(Aside)  Lucy was strangling me -- 

 

 EDGAR 

(Aside)  Yet her personality has been altered -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

(Aside)  And then, ZAPPO, I'm in Lucy's body -- 

 

 EDGAR 

(Aside)  A darker side has surfaced -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

(Aside)  But if I'm in Lucy's body -- 

 

 EDGAR 

(Aside)  Perhaps she's been transformed into her own ID!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

(Aside)  -- then where's Lucy?? 

 [The actor playing CABRESE stumbles in, also slightly 

charred; he has now "become" LUCY.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Edgar?  Edgar, where are you?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Oh no! 
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 EDGAR 

YOU!!  You lower primate!  I hope you're jubilant about the misfortune you've prompted! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

OH NO!!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Edgar, what happened??  And who's that woman over there? 

 

 EDGAR 

That happens to be my spouse, now the victim of electroshock and partial memory loss, at your 

hands, you gangland gorilla! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

What are you talking about??  Why are you calling me names?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

This is not real!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

And who are you?!  What are you doing in my dress?? 

 

 EDGAR 

Your dress??  What a degenerate!  "Copperhead" Cabrese wears women's clothing! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I do NOT wear women's clothing! 

 

 EDGAR 

(Patronizing)  No, of course not, darling. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Don't call her "darling"!! 

 

 EDGAR 

Look, lummox, I shall call my wife by any term of affection I should so desire! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I'M NOT YOUR WIFE!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

That's right!  She's not your wife!! 

 

 EDGAR 

I'm not usually prompted into physical action, but I can see the only form of reason that will permeate 

your rhinoceros-like hide is violence.  Well, scourge to decency, you do not intimidate me, and I am 

prepared to do battle!  HAH!!   

 [EDGAR kicks LUCY (Cabrese Actor) in the shin.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

OOOOWW!!  EDGAR?! 
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 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Alright, Buster, I've had just about enough a' you!  Why don't you take a little semester break -- 

NOW!!! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) wrenches EDGAR's arm 

behind his back and heaves him out the front door, then 

slams it.  LUCY (Cabrese Actor) massages her (his) 

shin and notices the pants.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

What is going on here??  Edgar kicking me?  Someone who looks like me in my clothes?  And what 

am I doing in pants?  And wingtips?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Lucy, I'm gonna show you something.  I don't know how it happened -- musta been the lightning -- 

but you are now Joseph "Copperhead" Cabrese. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

You're insane!  Whoever you are, you're insane!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I wish I was.  Take a look in the mirror. 

 [LUCY (Cabrese Actor) runs into the bathroom, shrieks 

and becomes hysterical.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(Off)  EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!!!  Wh-wha-what--h-h-how--I-I-I--!! 

 

 [LUCY (Cabrese Actor) stumbles out of the bathroom, 

hysterical; but as LUCY (Cabrese Actor) panics, her 

real body -- with CABRESE in it -- is attacked with the 

asthma; at first, CABRESE (Lucy Actress) is taken by 

surprise by this wracking body, but then figures it out.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Hey!  Wh-wh-what-th-th-the!  I-I-I-Lu-Lu-Lucy!  Ca-ca-calm down!!  Calm dow-dow-DOWN!! 

 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) struggles over to LUCY 

(Cabrese Actor) and smacks her (him) hard.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Who are you?!  What have you done to me?! I'm Lucy Timmerman, but I look like Joey Cabrese! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

And what happens when you reverse that sentence . . . ? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(Figures it out)  ….No!  JOEY??!!   

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You got it. 
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 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(Giggles, then laughs hysterically)  Ha ha ha ha ha!!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

What's so funny?? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

You!  "Copperhead" Cabrese -- A CIGARETTE GIRL! HAHAHAHAHA!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I'm not a cigarette girl!  You're the cigarette girl!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Not me!  I'm a fearless gangster!  HAHAHAHAHAHA!!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Cut it out, dammit!  It ain't a joke!  We got us a big problem and we gotta figure something out! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Wait a second . . . Joey, I'm a man!  Does that mean I have a . . . I have a . . . 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

A what? 

 [LUCY (Cabrese Actor) turns around, unzips the fly 

and recoils in horror.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I DO!!  OH MY GOD!!  What do I do, Joey?!  LOOK AT IT!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Aw, pipe down, it ain't gonna bite ya!  You think I'm happy with your equipment?? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Can I get it off?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Lucy, it ain't like a garden hose you can put in the garage when you don't need it.  Besides, you never 

seemed to mind it before. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Because it wasn't attached to me then! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

See?  It ain't so funny now, is it? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Joey, give me my body back! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Look, if I could, I would!  But I don't know how to . . . Hold on!  If it was the lightning that did this, 

then maybe -- That's it!! 
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 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) runs to the front door and 

opens it.  The rain and thunder has ceased, and the 

crickets chirp away in the tranquil spring air.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Well, forget that.  [He (She) slams the door.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Joey, I just had a horrible thought!  What if we're stuck like this?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

We'll still follow through with my plan and figure something out once we're set up in Chicago.  We 

still got the Scraper's money meetin' us in a few days.  We set up shop, get a new gang, start a new 

racket.  Don't worry, I'll coach you through it. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

"Coach me through it"?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Well yeah!  No one's gonna let me -- lookin' like a cigarette girl -- open my own syndicate.  So you 

gotta be me for a while til we can figure out how to switch back. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Oh no!  I refuse!  I was not raised to lead a life of crime! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You got a better idea? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Well… what if we open a nice little nightclub, not a tacky one -- y'know, one that serves a really 

good shrimp cocktail with big meaty Gulf shrimp, not those tiny ones -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You are OUT OF YOUR MIND! Nightclub?!  Gulf Shrimp?!  Listen -- just 'cuz I ain't in my own 

skin don't mean I ain't the smartest gangster alive. Now you're gonna do what I say -- or else. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(Defiant)  Or else what, cigarette girl? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Your new body is currently wanted for murder.  How'd you like me to turn you over to the Feds? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Then I'd just tell them what happened with the lightning.  And that I'm really a nightclub singer in 

your body and that the real Joey Cabrese is in yours. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Do you realize how totally bananas that sounds??  You'll be laughed out of court! Think you'd enjoy 

the Slammer, Luce?  Well?? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Y-you wouldn't rat on me, wouldja??  Don't send me to jail, Joey!  Please??! 
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 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You'll follow my plan then? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Yes!  Yes!  Just don't turn me in! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Aw, quit your whinin', I won't.  We split up, we never get our bodies back.  So we're stuck with each 

other, like it or not. 

 [EDGAR re-enters, holding CABRESE's gun.] 

 

 EDGAR 

(Smugly)  Well, louse, it looks as if your reign of fear and dread has reached the end of the line. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Where did you get that?? 

 

 EDGAR 

Our simian friend here dropped this weapon outside in our earlier fray. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Christ, Edgar, gimme that! 

 

 EDGAR 

Quiet, dear.  I just want to hold this baboon at bay until the authorities arrive. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Authorities?? 

 

 EDGAR 

Yes!  But instead of calling the local bumpkins, I contacted Federal Investigators in Philadelphia, and 

they should be arriving here within the hour. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You BOOB!  C'mon, we gotta make tracks! 

 

 EDGAR 

No, Lucy, don't try to protect this brute.  Your thinking has been scrambled from that electrical 

mishap , but once he's in custody, we can get you to a hospital and return you to your rightful mind. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Oh God!  Help me, Joey!  I don't want to go to prison!  I — I — I -- !! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Mother ‘a Moses, DON'T START WITH THE ASTHMA!! 

 

 EDGAR 

He has asthma too? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

DO SOMETHING!!! 
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 EDGAR 

Fascinating.  Underneath the bravado, he's just a whining, wimpering pantywaist. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

STOP HIM!! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) tries to "be" LUCY, but does 

this poorly.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Stop him?  Why should I? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Beg pardon? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You're Public Enemy Number One!  A killer!  And you almost wrecked my happy little marriage! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

What are you doing? 

 

 EDGAR 

It's called "returning to one's senses," Mr. Copperhead.  And now, you are truly alone. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Oh Edgar, you're so brave!  You defeated a master criminal single-handedly! 

 

 EDGAR 

It was nothing, dearest. 

 

  CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I could just kiss you to death! 

 

 EDGAR 

Well, I shan't restrain you. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Oh, Edgar! 

 [As they go into a kiss, CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

grimaces then knees EDGAR in the groin; as he 

doubles over, CABRESE (Lucy Actress) delivers a 

powerhouse uppercut, wrenches EDGAR's arm behind 

him again and gives him a running heave into the 

bathroom.  Loud crash, glass breaking, etc., followed 

by the sound of a toilet flushing.  LUCY (Cabrese 

Actor) watches & winces.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Sleep tight, Prof!  Okay, d'you see where he dropped my gun? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Down the toilet. 
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 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

What the hell did I do to deserve this?? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Well, you mowed down 20 men, you stole -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Alright!  I know!  Come on, let's vamoose! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) dashes to the front door and 

yanks it open; standing there at 5'4" (or shorter) is 

SKYE "SCRAPER" VAN DYKE, a cocky, obnoxious 

gangster with a bad case of Little Man's Disease.  He 

wears a big-shouldered suit, fondles a Tommy gun, and 

grins in near-orgasmic revenge ecstacy.] 

 

 SKYE 

SURPRISE!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Aw, nuts! 

 [He (she) slams the door in SKYE's face.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Who's he? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

It's "The Scraper." 

 [SKYE bursts back in.] 

 

 SKYE 

Skye "Scraper" to you, Missy!  And "Sir" or "Mr. Van Dyke" to you, Crapperhead!!  HAHAHAHA!  

(Yells offstage)  Relax, boys!  I'm gonna have a little fun in here! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(Scared)  Oh God, oh God . . . 

 

 SKYE 

Joe, you're tremblin'!  Big Joe Cabrese's tremblin' like a new bride!  I LOVE it!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Listen, Skye, this place is gonna be crawlin' with Feds in a few minutes.  Can we --? 

 

 SKYE 

Crawlin' with Feds my eye!  HA!  Nice try, dollface.  You ain't pullin' that one on me.  But I like your 

style.  You got fire in you, don'tcha, sister?  Well, you'll kindle my wood now, sweetie. 

 

 [SKYE has backed CABRESE (Lucy Actress) against a 

wall and inches the hem of the dress up with his gun 

muzzle; CABRESE (Lucy Actress) shoves SKYE away 

as he cackles with glee.] 
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 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Get your mitts off me, Scraper!  You don't know what you're doing! 

 

 SKYE 

I'll show you what I know -- later, honey.  Business before pleasure.  And boy, do I have some 

business to straighten out.  Right, Joe? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Look, Mr. Van Dyke, I'm not your enemy!  It's all a big mix-up! 

 

 SKYE 

SHUT UP!!  All my life I been pushed around and spit on by tall goons like you, and now it's my turn 

to spit!  Oh Joe, you fell into my little trap sooooooo nicely. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

But it didn't work.  Your Manhattan ambush failed. 

 

 SKYE 

Wrong, broad! See, I don't want you dead, Joe. Oh nooo, that's too quick a punishment. I want you 

rottin’ in the Big House thinkin' about my sweet revenge til the day you croak! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

It was a set-up?? 

 

 SKYE 

That's right, cookie.  When your boys came lookin' to join me, I thought, "It's PERFECT!!"  Not only 

can I get rid of your gang, but I get you to take the rap and send you up the river at the same time! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You MUG! 

 

 SKYE 

And there's more!  I got that brainy kid a' yours, Jimmy "The Wire", to hook up a ham radio in your 

car trunk with a big fat microphone right under your seat!  So not only did we track you to this 

crummy dump, but we intercepted that produce truck with my dirty spinach and the plates! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

NOOOOOO!!!! 

 

 SKYE 

(laughs & dances giddily)  YES!  YES, YES, YES, YES, HELL YES!!!!  WOOOO-HAAAAAA!!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(To CABRESE, the bright side)  I guess we're not goin' to Chicago? 

 

 SKYE 

You're goin' to the FEDS, bucko!  But not just yet!  I got one last kick in the nuts for you, 

Crapperhead!  See, Lady Luck ain't the only dame hangin' on my arm these days!  I love this!  I 

LOVE THIS!!   

 [SKYE runs to the door and screams outside]   

 

Come on in . . . MAGGIE!!! HAHAHAHAHAHA!!!! 
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 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Maggie? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

MAGGIE?? 

 

 SKYE 

Your WIFE!!!  YAHAHAHAHAHA!!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(Seething slowly)  You have a wife??! 

 

 SKYE 

Not a wife, YOUR wife!! 

 [SKYE signals out the front door and watches; we hear 

a car door slam and high heels on asphalt.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Have you been married this whole time?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Well, I -- uh -- you see -- aw, crap! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I don't believe this!  You told me you were unattached!  Do you realize I've committed adultery?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You cheated on Edgar!  What do you call that?? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I decided to do that!  Because I knew I could confess and get it absolved!  But you've made me sin 

unconsciously!  How dare you corrupt me like that?! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Shut up, you dizzy broad, JUST SHUT UP!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

No, I will not shut up, you PIG!! 

 

 SKYE 

I am so freakin’ HAPPY!  It's the perfect revenge!  You ain't got no mob, no money, you ain't got 

your wife!  The only thing you got left in this world is your own skin! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Don't bet on that. 

 [Enter MAGGIE CABRESE; she is mid-30s, tall, sexy - 

but hardened by her years with CABRESE.  She's 

decked in a dark fur-trimmed coat, black gloves, hat, 

stockings and pumps.  She pauses in the doorway, 

glares daggers at her husband, then speaks coldly.] 
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 MAGGIE 

Hello, Joe.  Whaddaya know. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Maggie, how could you do this??   

 

 MAGGIE 

How dare you ask that, you little tramp?!  You are the entire cause of this! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I know, I know. 

 

 MAGGIE 

Oh, you know, eh?? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I know now!  I didn't know then! 

 

 MAGGIE 

I knew then -- the whole time.  I sat in that crypt of a mansion for the past month, night after night, 

waiting for you to warm me, Joe.  But you didn't.  For days and nights on end, you left me cold and 

hanging, like a slab of beef in a meat locker.  What have you got to say for yourself? 

 

 SKYE 

Speak up, Joey! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(To CABRESE)  Well??  Answer her! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Listen, Maggie, I never meant to hurt you.  See, I -- 

 

 MAGGIE 

If you don't keep that kisser shut, floozy, I will do it for you! 

 

 SKYE 

(Whispers)  I love this! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Joe, I could forgive you for just about anything except this.  I've accepted and even supported your 

years of crime, from a small-time Shylock all the way to Kingpin status.  I stuck with you, Joe, 

because (overly dramatic) . . . I loved ya.  I, the daughter of an Irish police officer -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Aw, God, don't start with the "Daughter of the Irish Cop" jazz! 

 

 MAGGIE 

-- gave up everything!  My family, my friends, my innocence, my youth -- for a thieving, 

unscrupulous, Sicilian crook.  Because . . . I loved ya.  But you drank me dry, and now you want to 

toss me on the side of the road, like an empty beer can. 
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 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Golly, Joey, you're a creep! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Yes, you are a creep, Joe! 

 

 SKYE 

Yeah, you're a reeeeeeeal creep! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Alright, alright!  The point is made! 

 

 MAGGIE 

But you're not tossin' me, Joe -- I'm tossin' you. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

For what??  This troll?! 

 

 SKYE 

(Trembles with rage)  T-t-troll?! 

 

 MAGGIE 

No!  Don't call him -- ! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You wanna leave your husband for a midget?? 

 

 SKYE 

M-M-MIDGET??!! 

 

 MAGGIE 

STOP IT!  He's -- he's -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

He's SHORT!! 

 [SKYE springs and tackles CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

and begins to strangle him (her).] 

 

 SKYE 

NOBODY CALLS ME SHORT!!  I'M THE SKYSCRAPER, YOU GOT THAT?!  I'M THE RIGHT 

SIZE -- YOU'RE ALL JUST TOO TALL!!! 

 [MAGGIE pulls SKYE off as he kicks and snarls; she 

mothers him, holding his head to her breast.] 

 

 MAGGIE 

Ssssshhh, Skye, honey.  Now just relax. 

 

 SKYE 

But she called me short! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Well, you can tie her up and blow her head off later, okay? 
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 SKYE 

I can?  (He regains control)  Yeah, that's right!  I can!  I'm in total control here, baby!  Don't you 

forget it!  You too, Joe!  Your wife is mine now! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

And all because of me!  I'm such a slut! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Joe, I gave you so many chances to redeem yourself.  I would've taken you back a dozen times, but 

then Skye stepped into my life. 

 

 SKYE 

(Smug)  That's right. 

 

 MAGGIE 

The night you stung Skye's counterfeit works, he burst into the house begging me to help get back at 

you.  And I hated you so much, Joe, that I gave myself to Skye that very night! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You didn't!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Good for you! 

 

  CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

QUIET!! 

 

 MAGGIE 

I did it, Joe. Because Skye did something for me that night that you've never done for me. 

 

 SKYE 

(Surprised)  I did? 

 

 MAGGIE 

Yes.  And it was something I'd always hoped for from a man, yet never thought it was possible.  But 

Skye did it so incredibly that I knew I'd never be happy with you again. 

 

 SKYE 

(Gloats)  I was pretty good, wasn't I? 

 

 MAGGIE 

I just think of him doing it and I'm butter on a griddle! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

What the hell does he do that's such hot stuff, huh?? 

 

 SKYE 

Tell her, Maggie!  Tell that jealous tart what she's missin'! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Skye Van Dyke cries for me! 
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 SKYE 

WHAT?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Cries??! 

 

 SKYE 

NO!!  I DIDN'T!!  I -- I -- !! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Weeping like a child! 

 

 SKYE 

Maggie, sssshhhh!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Gangsters aren't supposed to cry! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Well this one does!  Wracking, sobbing, bawling with tears of joy! 

 

 SKYE 

NO!!  It, um, I had something in my eye!  Uh -- my Mom died that day! 

 

 MAGGIE 

The only tears I've seen in our marriage were my own.  Too many times.  You can't imagine the pain, 

Joe, because you're not a woman. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

What if I was? 

 

 MAGGIE 

Then you'd understand the agony of a broken heart from an indifferent spouse.  Good riddance, Joe.  

You deserve what's coming to you. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

This is not happening. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I did that to you? 

 

 MAGGIE 

You know you did, don't deny it. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

God, that's so mean! 

 

 MAGGIE 

You're damn right. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Oh Lady, I am so sorry!  I never wanted to hurt another person like that!  I am slime!  Manure!  Lint! 
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 [LUCY (Cabrese Actor) drops to her (his) knees, grabs 

MAGGIE's dress and sobs, penitent.] 

 

 MAGGIE 

(Stunned)  Joe?  Are you . . . ? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Hey, now cut that out! 

 

 MAGGIE 

LEAVE HIM ALONE!  Oh Joe! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I didn't know!  Honest!  I never woulda done it if I knew I was killin' someone at the time! 

 

 MAGGIE 

My God, you are!  You're crying!  YOU'RE CRYING!!  I never thought it was possible! 

 

 [She drops to her knees, sobs as well.] 

 

 SKYE 

Wait a minute!!  I CRIED FIRST!!  REMEMBER?? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Please, you gotta forgive me! 

 

 MAGGIE 

I can't believe you're crying! 

 

 SKYE 

Maggie!  What about me?!  I cry too!  See!   

 [He drops to his knees, crawls to MAGGIE and cries.] 

 

 SKYE 

Maggie, oh Mags, you're so sweet to me!  I worship you, Maggie honey! 

 

 [As LUCY (Cabrese Actor), MAGGIE & SKYE sob on 

their knees, CABRESE (Lucy Actress) stands over them, 

dumbfounded.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Please, kick me, hit me, rake out my eyes!  Just forgive me for the pain I caused you! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Yes!  YES!!  I forgive you! 

 

 SKYE 

Maggie, you can't!  What about us?? 

 

 MAGGIE 

Get lost!  I never loved you, I just wanted to get even with Joe.  Besides, you're too short for me. 
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 SKYE 

Sh-sh-short?? 

 

 MAGGIE 

(Forgetting)  I tower over you!  It looks silly!  You're such a runt! 

 

 SKYE 

R-r-runt??!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Maggie, NO!  He -- ! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Well, it's true!  He looks like an elf! 

 [Like a rabid terrier, SKYE pounces on MAGGIE and 

strangles her.  CABRESE (Lucy Actress) tears him off.] 

 

 SKYE 

YOU FINICKY BROAD!!  AN ELF??!  A RUNT??!!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Skye, cut it out! 

 

 SKYE 

GET OFF ME!  Nobody touch me!  I've had it with all of you! A minute ago, I was so happy and you 

all spoiled it!  Well that's it!  Forget prison!  You're all gonna eat dirt!  YOU FIRST, CRAPPER-

HEAD!  MAGGIE, DOLLFACE, OUTSIDE! 

 [SKYE waves around his gun; LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

falls to her (his) knees, hysterical, prompting another 

CABRESE (Lucy Actress) asthma attack.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

NO!  Please!  I don't want to die!  I didn't do--Joey did--not Joey--me Lucy--don't shoot--do anything-

-too young--please--to die--don't kill--PLEASE--!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

L-L-Lu-Lu-cee-cee-- 

 

 MAGGIE 

You can't, Skye!  He's my husband! 

 

 SKYE 

All the better!  Get up, you moose!  GET UP!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

C-C-Calm DOWN!! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) staggers over to LUCY 

(Cabrese Actor) and slaps her (him).] 

 

 MAGGIE 

Don't you slap my husband, chippy! 
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 [Incensed, MAGGIE whirls CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

and smacks him (her).] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

OOWW!! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) smacks MAGGIE back.] 

 

 SKYE 

Don't you slap my dame, broad!! 

 [SKYE slaps CABRESE (Lucy Actress).] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

AAHH!!  You miserable pygmy!!  That's it!! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress), at the end of patience, 

grabs SKYE and starts pummeling the crap out of him.] 

You set me up!  You steal my wife!! 

 

 SKYE 

Hey!  The tomato's gone daffy!  Get her off!! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Come on, Joe!  Let's escape! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I can't!  Not without my body! 

 

 MAGGIE 

That little tart??  You still want her?!  You PIG!  You insensitive BEAST!! 

 

 [MAGGIE pummels LUCY (Cabrese Actor).] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

You've had this comin', you lousy gnat! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) heaves SKYE at the 

bathroom door, which flies open and bashes SKYE full-

face, sending him ricocheting off into LUCY (Cabrese 

Actor) who catches him; EDGAR jumps out wildly 

brandishing a plunger.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

EDGAR! 

 

 EDGAR 

CORRECT!  EDGAR TIMMERMAN, AND PASSIVE NO MORE!!  If violence is your native 

tongue, Copperhead, then allow me to translate some prose! 

 

 [EDGAR tries to bash LUCY (Cabrese Actor) but she 

(he) uses SKYE as a shield and all the blows rain down 

upon SKYE.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Stop!!  Edgar, it's Lucy!! 
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 SKYE 

Somebody stop this nutso!! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Cut it out, you lunatic!  You're bashing my husband! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Edgar, KNOCK IT OFF!!! 

 

 EDGAR 

There you are!  Woman, you are sick and you must be healed!  And if rational appeals will not burst 

through your fog, then I must resort to primal, passionate emotion! 

 

 [EDGAR grabs CABRESE (Lucy Actress) pinning his 

(her) arms and wildly tries to kiss him (her) on the 

mouth as they fall onto the bed; in a chain reaction, 

LUCY (Cabrese Actor) grabs EDGAR's legs and hugs 

tightly; MAGGIE wraps herself around LUCY (Cabrese 

Actor)'s neck and strokes her (his) hair; and SKYE, 

grovelling, kisses MAGGIE's feet.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

NO!!  GET OFFA ME!! 

 

 EDGAR 

Oh, LUCY!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

EDGAR!! 

 

 MAGGIE 

JOEY!! 

 

 SKYE 

MAGGIE!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH!!! 

 

 SKYE 

I need you, Maggie! 

 

 MAGGIE 

I adore you, Joey! 

 

 EDGAR 

I cherish you, Lucy! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I love you, Edgar! 
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 EDGAR, MAGGIE & SKYE (together) 

WHAT???!!! 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) wrenches away, knocks them 

all off the bed, and stands on it.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

ALRIGHT, THAT'S ENOUGH!  Listen up, everyone, 'cuz I'm comin' clean!  Edgar, I am not your 

fluffy little wife!  I am Joseph "Copperhead" Cabrese!   (Garbled chorus of protests)  SHUT UP!  

Lucy and me got hit by a bolt of lightning and somehow it swapped our bodies!  It's me, Joey, inside 

a' her, and vice versa, her, Lucy, inside a' me!  Edgar, you want your wife back? She's over there in 

the suit!  Maggie, you want your husband back?  I'm right here.  Skye, you want satis-faction?  Buy 

elevator shoes!  But all a' youz, stop acting like a bunch of goddamn asinine IDIOTS!! 

 

 EDGAR 

(Beat, then To LUCY (Cabrese Actor))  Just what type of fiendish opium have you laced her mind 

with?? 

 

 MAGGIE 

Come down off the bed, dearie, no one's going to hurt you. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I'M TELLING THE TRUTH!!! 

 

 SKYE 

Of course you are! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

You were right -- it does sound pretty silly. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I ain't lyin'!  I am Joseph Dominic Salvatore Cabrese!  And if I ain't tellin' the truth, may God as my 

witness strike me dead this very instant!! 

 [Machine gun fire! A battle erupts outside the room as 

all of them dive and crawl for cover.]  

 

 SKYE 

What the hell's that?!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

It's the Feds!  I told you, Skye! 

 

 SKYE 

Shut up, you fruitcake!! 

 

 EDGAR 

Please refrain from calling my wife a fruitcake! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I'M NOT YOUR WIFE!! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Joey, what you said to this Edgar -- you're not a -- a -- 
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 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Lady, I don't know what I am! 

 [Gunfire stops; MALE VOICE yells from outside.] 

 

 VOICE 

(Off)  We did it, Boss!  We pegged 'em all!  You can come out now! 

 

 SKYE 

YES!!  Victorious again!  I can do no wrong!  Come on in, boys! 

 

 [SKYE throws open the front door; standing there is a 

gangly baby-faced hood, JIMMY "THE WIRE", in vest, 

bowtie & shirt sleeves; he points a pistol straight in 

SKYE's face and quickly strips him of his Tommy gun.] 

 

 JIMMY 

With pleasure, Skye! 

 

 SKYE 

What the hell -- ?!  Hey, what is this?! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

It's Jimmy "The Wire" Wilson!  You're one of my -- er -- Cabrese's gang! 

 

 JIMMY 

That's right, doll.  Hiya, Boss. 

 

 SKYE 

But you're all extinct!  Copperhead here mowed you all down at the Hotel Viceroy! 

 

 JIMMY 

Not quite, Scraper.  We're all very much alive and waiting outside. 

 

 SKYE 

Impossible!  How did you survive that mess at the Viceroy?! 

 

 JIMMY 

Easy, chump.  We wasn't at the Viceroy! 

 

 SKYE 

Then if your gang wasn't at the Viceroy, whose gang did Cabrese wipe out tonight?? 

 

 JIMMY 

Your gang, Skye. 

 

 SKYE 

WHAT??!! 

 

 JIMMY 

With the exception of the four guys you had with you.  But since we took care of them just now, that 

means that your gang is extinct. 
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 SKYE 

It can't be!  You're lyin'! 

 

 JIMMY 

'Fraid not.  See, we knew all about your plan to equalize us -- 'cuz when I installed that ham radio in 

the Copperhead's car, I put one in yours while I was at it! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

(Dancing)  I love it!  I LOVE IT!!! 

 

 SKYE 

Alright, KNOCK THAT OFF!!!  But my boys, why was they at the Viceroy??  They wasn't supposed 

to move from the Bronx warehouse unless I personaly called 'em! 

 

 JIMMY 

I guess you didn't know, I once won a talent contest for impersonations . . .  

 

 [By this point, SKYE has his back to the audience and 

he speaks the following lines as JIMMY lip-syncs so 

that it looks like JIMMY's flawlessly imitating SKYE.] 

 

 JIMMY (SKYE) 

"Okay, boys, the hit fell through.  Cabrese's gang got wise and they ain't showin' up.  So go to the 

Viceroy and wait for Cabrese and blast his ass when he shows up!" 

 

 [Everyone applauds except SKYE.] 

 

 SKYE 

You MUGS!!! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

I guess this means the Skye has fallen! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Joe, it's a miracle!  You got everything back, including me! 

 

 SKYE 

(Sobs)  NO!  Maggie, you can't!  I got nothin' left!  You can't leave me! 

 

 MAGGIE 

Oh Skye, don't be such a crybaby. 

 

 JIMMY 

C'mon, Scraper, it's time for you to live up to your nickname -- at the bottom of the Susquehanna! 

Take care of him, boys! 

 [JIMMY tosses SKYE out the front door; SKYE kicks 

and hollers as he's dragged off.] 

 

 SKYE 

You crumbs!  It ain't fair!  You'll get yours!  I'll get all a' youz somehow!  Leave me alone!  

Nooooooo. . . . . ! 
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 JIMMY 

Boss, we never meant to desert you.  We just wanted to prove we was worth our fair share.  And we 

want you to lead us again -- IF we get a square deal.  Whaddaya say? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

YES!  You guys are gold and I'm giving you all a bonus! 

 

 JIMMY 

Well, I'll look forward to it, sweetie.  But let's hear what the Boss has to say. 

 

 MAGGIE 

Yeah, whaddaya say, Joe?  We could start all over again! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Well . . . maybe you guys could just run the gang yourselves. 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

NO!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

I'm thinkin' of retirin' the mob business. 

 

 JIMMY 

You can't, Boss!  You're the greatest! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Yeah, yeah!  I am!  I mean, you are! 

 

 MAGGIE 

The chippy’s right, Joe! 

 

 EDGAR 

I must voice a protest. Reform is most honorable in any man.  Consider -- 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

No, consider this: you want your wife back, right?  And Maggie, you want your husband back, right? 

And Jimmy, you want your Boss back, right? 

 [Nods and verbal agreement all around.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Well, that's what the two of us want too. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

That's right.  And we want nothing more to do with one another. 

 

 MAGGIE 

Really?  Oh, Joe! 

 

 EDGAR 

Lucy!  You've recovered! 
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 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Okay, but Luce -- er -- Joey and I have one last problem to iron out and if we can do it, we will gladly 

return to our old lives again.  So all of you gotta go outside first and let us work this out. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

(To the suspicious EDGAR)  Don't worry.  Nothing funny's gonna happen, I promise.  We just gotta 

talk, okay? 

 [As MAGGIE checks herself in her compact, she 

doesn't see LUCY (Cabrese Actor) give EDGAR a kiss 

on the cheek; EDGAR scrambles away in disgust as 

MAGGIE turns and moves to LUCY (Cabrese Actor).] 

 

 MAGGIE 

Okay, I trust you now, Joe.  But I just want you to know -- I love ya – 

 

 [She gives LUCY (Cabrese Actor) a steamy kiss.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Oh! 

 

 MAGGIE 

-- ya big lug. 

 [MAGGIE floats out the door; JIMMY follows.] 

 

 EDGAR 

All I want to say is that I shall ne’er underestimate you again, Lucille, and I pray you shan't devalue 

our sacred vows again now that – 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) rolls his (her) eyes and 

grabs EDGAR by the lapels; EDGAR, knowing the 

routine, wrenches his own arm up behind his back.] 

 

 EDGAR 

No, no, dear, allow me! 

 [And he tosses himself out the front door as CABRESE 

(Lucy Actress) slams it.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

So what do we do now?  How do we switch back?  What if we can't?  What if -- ?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

DON'T PANIC!  An idea's bound to light up . . . light up.  Hey, I'm on to something.  We got zapped 

by lightning, and lightning is just electricity, so maybe all we need is -- THAT'S IT!!! 

 

 [CABRESE (Lucy Actress) leaps to the lamp, flings off 

the shade and unscrews the light bulb.] 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

What, Joey?  What?? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Lucy, I don't know if this'll work -- we could both be killed -- but I'd rather risk it than spend the rest 

of my life as the wife of that babbling egghead.  How 'bout you? 
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 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

What are you talking about? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

C'mere, hold my hand.  I'm gonna stick my finger in this light socket and hope it does the trick. 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

And if it doesn't? 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

That we'll either be playin' harps or roasting in Hell.  You game? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Oh Jeez.  Well . . . if it's the only way . . . I guess so. 

 

 [They grasp hands, CABRESE (Lucy Actress) reaches 

for the socket, but stops.] 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Wait a sec.  I just wanna know one thing.  What's it like to kiss me? 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Joey?! 

 

 CABRESE (Lucy Actress) 

Hey, if we gotta go, why not like that? 

 [They clinch as CABRESE (Lucy Actress) sticks a 

finger into the socket; they scream and spasm in the 

kiss as EDGAR pokes his head in from outside.] 

 

 EDGAR 

Well, how are things coming in -- MY GOD!  LUCY, STOP THAT!!  STOP THAAAAEEEEEE!!!! 

 

 [EDGAR jumps onto LUCY (Cabrese Actor) to separate 

them and becomes part of the current; the three vibrate 

madly, building in intensity, til they fly apart as if 

they've exploded.  The LUCY Actress lands on the bed 

and the two men are sprawled on the floor; LUCY, now 

in her rightful body, revives first.  At this point, sirens 

are heard way off in the distance, growing louder 

throughout the scene.] 

 

 LUCY  

Jeez Louise, am I still alive?  I -- wait a minute! . . . I'm ME!!  IT WORKED!! IT WORKED!!  

JOEY, IT WORKED!! 

 [LUCY tries to revive the unconscious CABRESE as 

JIMMY & MAGGIE fly into the room; the sirens 

crescendo.] 

 

 JIMMY 

Boss!  It's the Feds! 
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 MAGGIE 

Joe, we gotta beat it!  My God, what happened?!  Joe, come on! 

 

 [JIMMY & MAGGIE lift the dazed CABRESE and 

shuffle him outside as he groans.] 

 

 LUCY 

He'll be fine in a while!  Just get out of here before the Feds nab him!  Bye, Joey!  You may be a 

gangster, but you'll always be a swell guy to me!  BYE!! 

 

 [LUCY blows a kiss out the door as a car door slams, 

head-lights swerve around offstage, and a car peels off 

into the night.  EDGAR begins to stir, holding his head. 

But as he speaks, it's not EDGAR's voice we hear…] 

 

 CABRESE (Edgar Actor) 

Bye?  Whaddayou talkin' about?  I ain't goin' nowheres! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Oh, Edgar, everything's back to normal!  Ain't it swell? 

 

 CABRESE (Edgar Actor) 

(Horror-struck)  Edgar??  OH NO!!  I'M EDGAR??!! 

 

 LUCY (Cabrese Actor) 

Of course, Edgar!  What's the maa -- (it hits her) -- Oh my God! COME BACK!!  STOP!!  COME 

BAAAAAACK!!! 

 [LUCY runs off chasing the fleeing getaway car, as 

CABRESE, in EDGAR's body, cries, pounds the floor 

and screams to the Heavens.] 

 

 CABRESE (Edgar Actor) 

I AM NOT AMUSED!!  Edgar!  Now I'm EDGAR!!  It's not fair!  It's just not FAIR!!  Jesus H. 

Christ on RYE!! 

 

 [BLACKOUT.] 

 

 

 END OF PLAY. 


